Qﬂ }

SALEM EVENING NEWS

SALEM, NA -
DAILY 70,000

TUESDAY
JAN 26 1999

NEW ENGLAND NEWSCLPAGENCY, e

3‘9 GE

Barrel cleanup concern_s School Street

By BETSY: TAYLOR
ff -
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MIDDLETGN — School Street -

residents who live near the site of
an environmental cleanup said
*federal officials still haven't told

them what exactly is gomg on in-

their neighborhood.

On Jan. 11, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protectzon Agency began
removing 500 barrels believed to
contain chemicals related to adhe-

sives manufacturing from.an -

abandoned building at the Amer-

ican Glue and Resin site at 40

School'St. = ..

Officials have said there s no
need for residents to be overly
concerned; they're removing the
barrels to av01d a potentlal
hazard.

The barrels are detenoratmg

and some contain chemicals that

are flammable.
But neighbors said they’ve re-
ceived no official information
‘\ about the cleanup and have some

questxons
“We'ver gotten no notlﬁcatlon. '
said-] Donna Butler who has been
living at 48 School St. for-26 years.
“We drive by every day and —
take a'look,” said, Jeann eag;e:.’
a concerned neighbor:": -
Erin Heskett, an EPA comimu-

.nity involvement coordinator,
said fact sheets about the project -
have been mailed out recently to -

- residents on® streets surroundmg

the site. -~
:‘The EPA plans to test the bar-

_?rels ‘contents, properly-repackage
.:any hazardous mater:ia]s and dis-

i

The EBA’s not1f1cat10n sheet

also asks that the comimunity help
with the cleanup effort by
warning children and others not
to enter the building.

*“The hazardous substanées in-
side of the building could pose
health risks to persons who come
into direct contact with them,”
states the EPA document.

‘neighbors
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Site records show the barrels -

contain toluene, acetone and phos-

phoric ac¢id, according to the EPA.
‘Some .of the barrels are not la-

belléd; the agency said..

~ Some neighbors wondered yes :
terday why the cleanup has taken"'
s0 many years. :
- eaih Agent Lev Coranicr Sa;u ’
;‘the itown, not having the re-

sources or the expertise for the

-cleanup; referred the case to the:
state’s Department of Environ-
.mental Protection in thé 1980s.”

Town admmlstrator Ira. Slnger

‘said that was the approprlate
hbnLy course of\actlon«andr Tioted the

“town can not set the tnne lme for

“They move at;the1r own pace

THAt'Salways been clear‘ he said.

T --.-...-WStephenn-li"obersfonK ‘the DEP’s

project manager, said his agency
worked with the Auterio family,

who owns the property, for years

to initiate cleanup efforts. |
" “I would see the owners over
there cleaning.up bits at a time

(over the years),” said Sharon
Ferraro, a res1dent at 41 School
St. .

Ultimately, the DEP referred

* the matter to the EPA last Sep-

temUer when it became clear

prop‘Erty owners didn t have the
resources to remove all the bar-

rels. —
“We recommended an actlon in
October. That'’s.a- three mqnth

‘turn around,” Heskett said.
As far as she’s conicerned, Butler
said the bottom lineé is the barrels :
_some of which contain flamma-
bles, have not gone anywhiere.

She said she thinks the toven
had an obligation to solve the

-problem sooner: .
“Ten years of cooperatlon does.

not satisfy that next door to me

“there’s a tinderbox,” she said.

Heskett said anyone with ques-

‘tions can call him at (617) 918-1054.

Patricia Auterio, who is respon-
sible for paying taxes on the.3.2-
acre property, could not be
reached for comment.
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